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Education & Training Plan 

Criminal Investigation Professional Certificate Program with Externship 
 

Student Full Name:          
 
Start Date:       End Date:       

 
Program includes National Certification & an Externship Opportunity  

Mentor Supported 

 
Criminal Investigation Professional Certificate Program with Externship 
Course Code:    TJC-CJ-CIP 
Program Duration:   6 Months  
Course Contact Hours:  375 

Student Tuition:   $3,999 
 

The Criminal Investigation Professional 
The Criminal Investigation Professional program provides students the basic competencies 

involved in investigating crimes, the individuals who commit them, and the victims who endure 

them.  From the legal elements necessary for conviction to the investigation techniques and 

details required for effective prosecution, criminal investigators understand not only the nuts and 

bolts of a crime scene, but the legal and ethical implications of their work.  Criminal investigators 

require a firm understanding of the law alongside the research and investigative capability to 

create and track down various criminal profiles including the psychology of a criminal mind and 

the difficulties endured by their victims.  

 

The Criminal Investigation Professional Program  
Criminal Investigation is more and more being driven by advances in technology, provided the 
search and seizure techniques and investigative efforts remain within the confines of the Fourth 

Amendment. Still, as more and more technology is incorporated into criminal investigation 
efforts, technicians and investigation professionals who understand the nature of these efforts 
alongside the legal considerations and ramifications are in great demand by law offices, 

corrections agencies, companies that supply these organizations and beyond.  This program 
offers students the chance to hone their knowledge and skills in the area of criminology, the 
criminal mind and investigation techniques all with an eye toward criminal justice ethics and the 

legal system that governs these investigations. Students looking to pursue advanced degrees in 
criminal justice, perhaps looking toward a career as a criminal law assistant or court clerk would 
benefit tremendously from this program. 

 

 

http://www.tjc.edu/continuingstudies/mycaa
http://www.tjc.edu/continuingstudies/mycaa
mailto:jbow@tjc.edu
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Education and National Certifications  

 Students should have or be pursuing a high school diploma or GED. 

 There are no state approval and/or state requirements associated with this program.   

 There is a National Certification exam available to students who successfully complete 

this program: 

 Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) Certification Exam. 
 

Program Objectives 
At the conclusion of this program, students will be able to: 

 Define terms related to and outline the history of criminal investigation 

 Analyze the process of criminal investigation 
 Examine types of criminal offenses 

 Explain the relationship between criminal investigation and the courtroom process 
 Define terms related to the study of crime and the concept of criminology 
 Examine research and data collection methods used in criminology 

 Examine theories and principles of criminology 
 Describe the basic concepts of biological theories of criminal behavior 
 Distinguish between various types of crimes 

 Evaluate methods used to effectively deal with crimes 
 Analyze the relationship between drugs and crime 
 Assess laws and social policies that have been established to address US crime 

 Examine the future of crime 
 Use Microsoft Office 

 

National Certification  
Upon successful completion of this Tyler Junior College (TJC) program, students would be 

eligible to sit for the Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) exam.  Although there are no state 
approval, state registration or other state requirements for this program, students who complete 
this program at TJC will be prepared and are eligible to sit for this national certification 

exam.  Students who complete this program are encouraged to complete the externship option 
with their program. Students who complete this program can and do sit for the MOS national 
certification exams and are qualified, eligible and prepared to do so.  TJC works with each 

student to complete the exam application and register the student to take their national 
certification exam.    
 

Externship / Hands on Training / Practicum  
Although not a requirement, once students complete the program, they have the ability to 

participate in an externship and/or hands on practicum so as to practice the skills necessary to 
perform the job requirements of a professional in this field. Students will be assisted with 
completing a resume and/or other requirements necessary to work in this field.  All students who 

complete this program are eligible to participate in an externship and will be placed with a 
participating organization near their location.  TJC works with national organizations and has the 
ability to place students in externship opportunities nationwide.         
 

Tyler Junior College contact:  If students have any questions regarding this program including 
national certification and clinical externships, they should call Judie Bower of Tyler Junior 
College at | 1-800-298-5226 or via email at jbow@tjc.edu 

 
 

Note: No refunds can be issued after the start date published in your Financial Award document.  

mailto:jbow@tjc.edu


C.5.37 (Created 10-2-15) 

TJC - MET Education & Training Plan  Page 3 of 9 
Criminal Investigation Professional Certificate Program with Externship 

  

About Tyler Junior College! 

Welcome to Tyler Junior College! One of the oldest junior colleges in Texas, the College was 

established in 1926 with a mission of providing the finest academic education for freshmen and 

sophomore students. Tyler Junior College remains committed to that goal while also recognizing 

the changing role of community colleges and the need to provide quality training for technical 

fields. There are several unique aspects of the healthcare career programs available to students 

through the School of Continuing Studies at Tyler Junior College (TJC).   In addition to 

enrollment of over 32,000 students annually, Tyler Junior College (TJC) has been the Texas 

leader in healthcare technician training and education programs for over 12 years.  Over the last 

12 years, approximately 13,000 students have successfully completed TJC’s Pharmacy 

Technician, Dental Assisting, Medical Billing & Coding, Clinical Medical Assistant and other 

healthcare programs.   

www.tjc.edu/continuingstudies/mycaa 

 

 

Tyler Junior College and Pearson Education  

The Tyler Junior College School of Continuing Studies eLearning programs were developed in 
partnership with Pearson Education to produce the highest quality, best-in-class content and 

delivery necessary to enhance the overall student learning experience, boost understanding and 
ensure retention.  Pearson Education is the premier content and learning company in North 
America offering solutions to the higher education and career training divisions of colleges and 

universities across the country aimed at driving quality education programs to ensure student 
success.   
 

About Pearson Education 
Welcome to Pearson. We have a simple mission: to help people make more of their lives 

through learning.  We are the world's leading learning company, with 40,000 employees in more 

than 80 countries helping people of all ages to make measurable progress in their lives. We 

provide a range of education products and services to institutions, governments and direct to 

individual learners, that help people everywhere aim higher and fulfil their true potential.  Our 

commitment to them requires a holistic approach to education. It begins by using research to 

understand what sort of learning works best, it continues by bringing together people and 

organizations to develop ideas, and it comes back round by measuring the outcomes of our 

products.  Please visit us at www.pearson.com 

   

http://www.tjc.edu/continuingstudies/mycaa
http://www.pearson.com/
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Criminal Investigation Professional Program Detailed Student Objectives: 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 
 Define terms related to criminal investigation 

 Outline criminal investigation and English heritage 
 Map criminal investigation in America 
 Review criminal investigation research 

 Identify the objectives of criminal investigation 
 Identify types of investigations 
 Describe the role of the criminal investigator 

 Discuss the role of evidence at the scene 
 Summarize the First Officer's responsibilities 
 Chart the process of preliminary investigations 

CRIME SCENE AND CRIME LAB 

 Define terms related to the crime scene 
 Describe the use of field notes 
 Explain the official police report 

 Discuss photographic evidence 
 Identify the function of the crime lab 
 Describe equipment and techniques used in a crime lab 

INTELLIGENCE AND SURVEILLANCE 

 Define terms related to criminal intelligence 
 Define terms related to undercover and surveillance operations 
 Identify types of criminal intelligence 

 Summarize the procedures for criminal intelligence 
 Describe undercover operations 
 Paraphrase the undercover working environment 
 Discuss surveillance operations 

SEARCH AND SEIZURE AND MAKING THE ARREST 
 Define terms related to search and seizure 
 Define terms related to making arrests 

 Identify legal guidelines for searches 
 Explain the exclusionary rule 
 Describe types of searches 

 Compare and contrast searches with and without a warrant 
 Analyze the process of searching and collecting evidence 
 Examine evidence handling 

 Examine the process of making an arrest 
 Question the use of force in an arrest 

INTERVIEWS, INTERROGATIONS, AND INFORMANTS 
 Define terms related to interviews 

 Define terms related to interrogations 
 Define terms related to informants 
 Differentiate between interviews and interrogations 

 Describe the interview process 
 Summarize the procedure of interrogations 
 Identify types of confessions 

 Paraphrase who informants are 
 Examine the management of informants 
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WRONGFUL DEATH 
 Define terms related to wrongful death 

 Identify types of wrongful deaths 
 Differentiate between the four modes of death 
 Explain how the victim is identified 

 Describe how time of death is estimated 
 Discuss evidence used in identifying wrongful death 

ROBBERY, ASSAULT, AND RELATED OFFENSES 
 Define terms related to robbery 

 Define terms related to assault and related offenses 
 Identify types of robbery 
 Identify types of robbers 

 Describe robbery offenses 
 Differentiate between the legal classifications of assault 
 Summarize domestic violence 

 Paraphrase elder abuse 
 Describe stalking as an assault 
 Outline the process of investigating robberies 
 Outline the process of investigating assaults 

SEX OFFENSES, CHILD ABUSE, AND NEGLECT 
 Define terms related to sex offenses 
 Define terms related to child abuse 

 Define terms related to neglect 
 Summarize nuisance sex offenses 
 Summarize forcible rape 

 Describe the profiling of the rapist 
 Classify assaults against children 

 Explain the sexual abuse of children 
 Recognize the child molester 
 Describe the role of the sex-crime investigator 

 Outline the process of investigating rape 
 Show the steps of investigating battered child syndrome 
 Identify guidelines for investigating child homicide 

 Describe children as witnesses 
 Diagram how missing and abducted children are investigated 

BURGLARY AND LARCENY-THEFT 
 Define terms related to burglaries 

 Define terms related to larceny-theft 
 Identify types of burglaries 
 Categorize types of burglars 

 Differentiate between robbery and burglary 
 Describe burglaries as a criminal offense 
 Identify types of larceny-theft offenses 

 Discuss larceny-theft offenses 
 Chart the process of investigating burglaries 
 Describe how stolen property is traced 
 Outline how larceny-theft offenses are investigated 
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MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT, ARSON, AND BOMBINGS 
 Define terms related to motor vehicle theft 

 Define terms related to arson 
 Define terms related to bombings 
 Describe motivations for motor vehicle theft 

 Explain how stolen vehicles are disguised 
 Identify elements of arson 
 Discuss bombing as a criminal offense 

 Trace the process of investigating motor vehicle theft 
 Describe how arson is investigated 
 Discuss the investigation of bombings 

DRUG OFFENSES AND WHITE-COLLAR CRIME 

 Define terms related to drug offenses 
 Define terms related to white-collar crime 
 Identify the principles of drug abuse 

 Summarize drug laws 
 Differentiate between the types of white-collar crime 
 Analyze the process and ways of investigating drug offenses 
 Examine ways to investigate white-collar crimes 

PREPARATION 
 Define terms related to preparation for court 
 Describe pretrial procedures 

 Chart the criminal trial process 
 Discuss witness preparation 
 Analyze the investigator as a professional witness 
 Examine the role of the expert witness 

THE PICTURE OF CRIME 
 Define terms related to the theories and principles of criminology 
 List the eight basic assumptions of the classical theory 

 Map the history of classical thought 
 Identify early sources of criminal law 
 Discuss the principles and policy implications of the classical school of thought 

 Review the history of neoclassical thought 
 Describe rational choice theory 
 Describe punishment as it is used within neoclassical criminology 

PATTERNS OF CRIME 

 Define terms related to the study of crime 
 Explain how statistics are gathered for major crimes 
 Map the history of crime statistics 

 Identify sources of crime statistics 
 Compare and contrast Part I offenses versus Part II offenses 
 Examine four key demographic factors in the collection of crime data 
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THEORIES OF CRIMINOLOGY 
 Define terms related to the theories and principles of criminology 

 List the eight basic assumptions of the classical theory 
 Map the history of classical thought 
 Identify early sources of criminal law 

 Discuss the principles and policy implications of the classical school of thought 
 Review the history of neoclassical thought 
 Describe rational choice theory 
 Describe punishment as it is used within neoclassical criminology 

BIOLOGICAL THEORIES OF CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR 
 Define the important terms related to biological theories of criminal behavior 
 Define the basic concept of common biological theories of criminal behavior  
 Identify common biological theories of criminal behavior 

PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORIES OF CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR 
 Compare and contrast psychological theories of criminal behavior  
 Explain assumptions made by various theories related to criminal behavior 

 Examine policy implications of psychological theories 
 Examine social policy in relation to forensic psychology 

THEORIES OF SOCIAL STRUCTURE AND PROCESS 
 Define terms related to theories of social structure and process 

 List the four major assumptions of sociological theories 
 Identify the three sociological explanations for crime 
 Compare and contrast sociological theories of criminology 

 Examine policy implications of social structure theories 
 Describe dramaturgy 
 Examine policy implications of social process theories 

THEORIES OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND CONFLICT 

 Define terms related to theories of social development and conflict 
 Identify seven developmental tasks of adolescents 
 Describe life course theories 

 Examine policy implications of social development theories 
 Identify three analytical perspectives of social organization 
 Compare and contrast sociological theories of criminology 
 Examine policy implications of social conflict theories 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

 Define terms related to crimes against persons 
 Describe various types of crimes committed against persons 

 Explain the use of crime typologies when it comes to analyzing violent crimes 
 Examine characteristics of crimes committed against others 
 Examine laws established to deal with violent crimes against persons 

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 
 Define terms related to crimes against property 

 Examine characteristics of crimes against property 
 Compare and contrast the differences and similarities between violent offenders and 

property offenders 
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DRUG ABUSE AND CRIME 
 Define eight types of illegal drugs 

 Map the history of drug abuse 
 Describe drug trafficking 
 Examine the relationship between drugs and crime 

 Identify drug control laws 
 Examine legislation that has been established to address the drug abuse in the United 

States 

OTHER TYPES OF CRIME 

 Define terminology of white-collar crime 
 Define DNA technology 
 Identify types of white-collar crime 

 Map history of organized crime 
 Describe activities of organized crime 
 Describe organized criminal groups 

 Identify categories of technology crime 
 Describe the profile of computer criminals 
 Review the prosecution of white-collar crime 

 Review how computer crime is prosecuted 
 Discuss how computers are used as tools in fighting crime 

 Examine laws established to deal with white-collar crime 
 Review technology crime laws 
 Examine policy issues of technology and crime 

SOCIAL POLICY AND THE FUTURE 
 Define victim-impact statements 

 Define victim restitution 
 Describe federal anti-crime initiatives 

 Identify crime control strategies 
 Review criminology's impact on social policy 
 Discuss symbolism and public policy 

 Map the history of the victim 
 Describe victims' rights 
 Identify future research directions of crime 

 Describe possible future crimes 
 Explain future criminology theories 
 Examine how future policies will be developed 

 
Note:  This program can be completed in 6 months.  However, students will have online access to 

this program for a 24-month period.  
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MICROSOFT OFFICE Module   
 Use an integrated software package, specifically the applications included in the Microsoft Office 

suite 

 Demonstrate marketable skills for enhanced employment opportunities 

 Describe proper computer techniques for designing and producing various types of documents 

 Demonstrate the common commands & techniques used in Windows desktop 

 List the meaning of basic PC acronyms like MHz, MB, KB, HD and RAM 

 Use WordPad and MSWord to create various types of documents 

 Create headings and titles with Word Art 

 Create and format spreadsheets, including the use of mathematical formulas 

 Demonstrate a working knowledge of computer database functions, including putting, processing, 
querying and outputting data 

 Define computer terminology in definition matching quizzes 

 Use the Windows Paint program to alter graphics 

 Use a presentation application to create a presentation with both text and graphics 

 Copy data from one MS Office application to another application in the suite 

 Use e-mail and the Internet to send Word and Excel file attachments 

 Demonstrate how to use the Windows Taskbar and Windows Tooltips 

 Explain how copyright laws pertain to data and graphics posted on the Internet 

 Take the college computer competency test after course completion 

 Follow oral and written directions and complete assignments when working under time limitations 
 

Note: Although the Microsoft Office Module is not required to successfully complete this program, 
students interested in pursuing free Microsoft MOS certification may want to consider completing this 

Microsoft Office Module at no additional cost.       

 

System Requirements:  

Windows Users:  
 Windows 8, 7, XP or Vista  
 56K modem or higher  
 Soundcard & Speakers  
 Firefox, Chrome or Microsoft Internet Explorer  

 

Mac OS User:  
 Mac OS X or higher (in classic mode)  
 56K modem or higher  
 Soundcard & Speakers  
 Apple Safari  

  

 iPad Users:  
 Due to Flash limitations, eLearning programs are NOT compatible with iPads 

 

Screen Resolution:  
 We recommend setting your screen resolution to 1024 x 768 pixels.  

 

Browser Requirements:  
 System will support the two latest releases of each browser.  When using older versions of a 

browser, users risk running into problems with the course software. 
 Windows Users: Mozilla Firefox, Google Chrome, Microsoft Internet Explorer 
 Mac OS Users: Safari, Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox  

 

Suggested Plug-ins:  
 Flash Player  
 Real Player  
 Adobe Reader  
 Java 
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